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IS ATA xxx. IO. 
Latter Part. 


----Propheſie not unto us right 
Things, ſpeak unto us ſmooth 
Things, propheſie Deceits. 


AER H E Prophet in this Place ſhews what 


þ a Progreſs Judah and Jeruſalem had 
Mr] made in Sin; to what an amazing 
SS bitch of Wickedneſs they were ar- 
SXIUADCY rived; when they found their Acti- 
ons not agreeable to what the Seers and Prophets 
declar'd to be the Word of God, inſtead of en- 
deavouring to conform to the Precepts delivered, 
they ſtrove to ſilence the Seers and Prophets, or 
what was worſe, to perſuade them to decline tell- 
ing them their Duty, to ſow Pillows under their 
Arms, to ſooth them in their Vices: And that he 
might do this in the moſt convincing Method, he 
repeats the Sum of what they were audaciouſly 
wont to dictate to their Spiritual Guides, that the 
very Repeating thereof might cover them with 
Confuſion of Face. The Context runs thus. 
Now go, write it before them in a Table, and note 
it in a Book, that it may be for the Time to come 
for ever and ever : That this is a rebellious People, 


lying Children, Children that will not hear the Law 


R of 


en 
of the Lord: Which ſay to the Seers, ſee nat, and 
to the Prophets, propheſie not unto us right Things, 
ſpeak unto us ſmooth Things, propheſie Deceits : Get 
you out of the way, turn aſide out of the Path, 
rauſe the Holy One of Iſrael for to ceaſe from be- 
ore Us. 

F This daring rebellious Race would fain have 
their Seers and Prophets not dare (for fear of their 
reſenting ſuch palpable Affronts) to ſpeak any 
Thing that claſh'd with their beloved Luſts, 
their obſtinate Rebellion againſt a Gracious God. 
No, the greateſt Truths, if they in any wiſe grated 
with their carnal Appetites, they would not away 
with, but required to have their Conſciences lull'd 
aſleep with ſmooth agreeable Falſities, ſuch as 
were not inconſiſtent with their vicious Actions 
and temporal Advantage, ſuch as would not put 

any Stop to them in their Career to Deſtruction. 
Tis not the particular Privilege of the Age 
wherein Iſaiah lived, or of Fudea, to boaſt of hav- 
ing produced ſuch an abandon'd Race of Mankind; 
no, ſuch were the Gnofticks in the Primitive Times 
of Chriſtianity, whom if S. Paul would have pleas'd, 
i. e. have preached agreeably to their Hereſy, he 
would not have been the Servant of Chriſt ; which 
he choſe rather to be, than to gratify them; he 
choſe rather to perſuade (i. e. avert the Anger of) 
God, than Man: Nor is the preſumptuous Race yet 
extinct; we have many among us, who unworthily 
bear the Name of Chriſtians, nay of Proteſtants, 
who bravely degenerate from the true religious 
Practices of the Primitive Chriſtians; who delight 
in the Deſtruction of their Fellow- Creatures, and 
can only be denominated Men from their Shape; 
I ſay, this preſent Age, this Nation, the adjoining 
populous City may contend for Precedence in Vice. 
| we 
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We have Men who ſay to the Seers ſee not, and to 
the Prophets propheſie not unto us right Things, ſpeak 
unto us ſmooth Things, propheſie Deceits : Let us 
hear no more uawelcome Truths, ceaſe your un- 
pleaſant, diſmal, grating Reproofs; our delicate 
Ears will not bear ſich harſh Doctrine, as the un- 
genteel Mention of Hell, Damnation, an exact Ac- 
count by an Impartial Judge; we have large Tem- 
poral Adyantages, heap up great Riches by Extor- 
ſion, by grinding the Face of the Poor; we will 
not quit theſe preſent Benefits for Con ſcience- 
ſake, for a Reward at a great Diſtance ; ſay what 
you will, we are reſolved to go on in_our Good- 
Old-Cauſe; all your too officious Calls to Amend- 
meat are loſt upon us; if your too ſqueamiſh Con- 
ſciences will not ſuffer you to comply with this our 
reaſonable Requeſt of Preaching ſmooth and not 
right Things, *tis but branding you with the Name 
of Malignants, and ſo we'll quickly filence you. ” 

And theſe Men who bear the Sacred Name of 
Chriſt, are much more inexcuſable than thoſe 
whom the Prophet in my Text reproves, inaſmuch 
as they have a greater, a clearer Light ſhining to 
them, than the taint Glimmering of the Law; and 
conſequently, greater ſhall be their Damnation: 
Foraſmuch as Light came into the World, but they 
loved Darkneſs rather than Light. | 
Bur tho? Men are ſo unreatonable, as to deſire 
this of their Spiritual Guides, yet muf* not they be 
humoured in their Folly; they muſt, they ſhall hear 
of their Sins, their Rehellions, and the unavoida- 
ble Conſequences thereof, tho' it ſound never ſo 
harſh in their nice Ears; otherwiſe thoſe who 
ought to have reproved them, whoſe Duty it was 
to have painted their Crimes in lively Colours and 
dreadful Shapes, thoſe who watch over them for 
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their Souls Good, thoſe who muſt give an exa& 
Account of the Souls commitred to their Care, if 
they ſuffer ſuch Multitudes to be loſt by their Re- 
miſneſs; if Preferment makes them wink ar Vice, 
or preach ſmooth Things; if perſuaſive Gold pad- 
locks their Mouths; if the Frowns of great Men, 
the Fear of Poverty, Impriſonment, Perſecution, 
or even Death in its moſt ſhameful and painful 
Manner, can prevail upon them to propheſie De- 
ceits, they will bring an heavy Load upon their 
own Shoulders; 'tis more eligible to be ſilenced 
in this World, than to cry bitterly in devouring 
Fire for ever, to ſuffer the molt cruel Temporal 
Death, than the moſt exquiſite Pains of Death to 
all Eternity, without a Poſſibility of dying; and 
ſhould any unwelcome Truths, which any of the 
Miniſters of Chriſt's Word are obliged in Conſct- 
ence to preach, ſubject them ( thro? the Iniquity 
of the Times) to any of the forementioned Pains, 
gladly ſhould they embrace their Fetters, and re- 
Joice that they are accounted Worthy to ſuffer Shame, 
for thus daring to preach the unfaſhionable Do- 
ctrine of Chriſt, his Apoſtles, and of the Church 
of England ; being firmly perſuaded, that no Tem- 
poral Conſideration ought to prevail upon us, not 
ro cry aloud and ſpare not, not to lift up our Voices like 


Trumpets, and tell Iſrael of their Sins: We mult not 
dare to ſay, Peace, Peace; when God ſaith, there 


zs no Peace to the Wicked : We muſt not dare to 
ſpeak ſmooth Things, or propheſie Deceits, left 
the People be taken away in their Iniquity, and 
their Blood be required at the Watchman's Hands. 
So thou, O Son of Man; I have ſet thee a Watch- 
man unto the Houſe of Iſrael: Therefore thou ſhalt 
bear the Word at my Mouth, and warn them from 
me. When I ſay unto the Wicked, O wicked * 

. t Hou 
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thou ſhalt ſurely die; if thou doſt not ſpeak to warn the 
Wicked from his way, that wicked Man ſhall die in his 
Iniquity, but his Blood will I require at thine Hand, 
Nevertheleſs, if thou warn the Wicked of his way to turn 
from it; if he do not turn from his way, he ſhall die in 
his Iniquity, but thou haſt delivered thy Soul, Eck. 
xxxiii. 7, 8, 9. 

From hence appears the great Unreaſonable- 


neſs of the Requeſt of theſe Men. How can they 


ſay to the Seers, See not, when the Scripture ſaith, 
If he dares meanly comply therewith, not only they ſhall 
die in their Iniquity, but their Blood ſhall be required 
at the Watchman's hand ? How can they ſay to the 
Prophets, Propheſi: not into us right Things, ſpeak 
unto us ſmooth Things, propheſie Deceits? How can 
we ſpeak ſmooth Things? How can we propheſie 
Deceits? when we know that the Prophet who ſhall 
preſume to ſpeak a Word in the Name of the Lord, 
which he hath not commanded him to ſpeak, even that 
Prophet ſhall ſurely die. With what Aſſurance 
then can they defire, command, nay force (as 
much as temporal Advantage can) us to do 
ſo-? to pull down the Vengeance ot an affended 
Deity upon our own Heads; to loſe the Favour 
of our Everlaſting Benefactor, by gratifying the 
ſinful Requeſt of a temporal Patron. Why muſt 
we not deliver our own Souls? Why muſt we not 
obey God rather than Man? when we know the 
latter can only kill the Body, but the former can 
caſt both Soul and Body into Hell. | 
I might confute many Hereſies, many wild ex- 
travagant Notions, tho' hid with ſpecious Pre— 
tences to Sanctity; but ſhall at this time content 
myſelf with conſidering one Foſition, deſtructive 


of all Civil Government, and which has more 


than once brought this unhappy Nation into the 
utmoſt 


[6] 
utmoſt Confuſion z from the Evil Conſequences of 
which, I know not when we ſhall be wholly ex- 
tricated. 

The Republicans, the Troublers of our V, 
rael, have as the Baſis of their Hypotheſis, been 
long endeayouring to rob the Almighty God of 
his Prerogative, in ſetting up Kings, aud as im- 
pudently transferr'd it to our Sovereign Lord 
the People, that by this ſpecious Pretence they 
might more eafily conclude what they drive at, 
namely, that the People have alſo the Right of 
removing them. Thus do they by their Schemes 
render the Word of God ofgone Effect; and any 
one might think that theſe Mea that maintain theſe 
Poſitions, either never read, or did not believe 
the Sacred Truths delivered in Holy Writ, where 
God ſo often claims an abſolute Right to the ſet- 
ting up, and removing Kings, as is plain from 
Dan. ii. 21. God changeth the Times and the Sea- 
ſons : he removeth Kings, and ſetteth up Kings. 
God is the Judge. he putteth down one, and ſetteth u 
another, Pſal. Ixxv. 7. But we mult not ſuppoſe. 
God in this not to claim a greater Share than in 
the other Actions of Mankind, that is, barely 
to concurr with them, in giving them Health and 
Strength to enable them ſo to do; for thus far 
God aſſiſts Men in their moſt abominable Deeds; 
755 according to this Poſition, every ſucceſsful 
goebel that can but gain Poſſeſſion of the Power 
111d Regalia, would alſo be ſaid to be ſet up by 
God; at this Rate, rebellious Abſalom, while he 
s in Poſſeſſion of the Metropolis, and moſt 
Parc of his Father's Kingdom, would have alfo 
been ſald to have been ſet up by God; and 
in our Nation, Oliver Cromwell would have been 

; more 
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more properly the Lord's Anointed, while with- 
out Controul he enjoyed the Regal Power (tho? 
under a Name leſs odious to the ſanctified Zea- 
lots) ramm'd the Covenant and Abjuratton (not 
only of charles Stuart, but of all the Line of King 
James the Firſt) down the enthralled Subjects 
Throats, than was the baniſf'd Charles Il. 

Bnt we find that God, the only Judge of 
Princes, will not allow of thoſe Princes whom 


he has not ſet up; we find him expoſtnlating 


by me; they have mage Princes, but I knew it not: 


with his People: They have ſer up Kings, but not 
Hof. viii. 4. ve me Almighty here declares, 


that there have been Kings and Princes, who were 


not ſet up by him, in vain is that Text in the 13th 
to the Romans, made uſe of, to prove all Obedience 
to be due to Uſurpers, ( viz. there is no Power but 
of God, whe Powers that be are ordained of God) 
And the.Text only proves, that Uſurpers do 
not derive their Titles from God. 

Since 'tis plain from Holy Writ, that God it is 
alone,who diſpoſes, as hethinks fit, of Scepters and 
Diadems, and when the People will preſume to 
wreſt this Power from him, or to go joiat Sharers 
with him, he proteſts againſt it, and ſays, that thoſe 
Kings and Princes ſo made, were ſet up not by bim, 
nor did he know it; that is, they had no Commil- 
fion from him ſo to do; without which expreſs 
Commiſſton, they encreach upon the Prerogative of 
God, whenever they preſume to diſpoſe of the 
Scepters or Diadems of this World. If Kings de- 
rive their Authority from God, and not from the 
People, as I have plainly proved, it can never be 
proved that the People may ſpoil them of that Au- 
thority which they derive from God · Their Per- 
ſons are ſacred, becauſe they repreſent God, neither 
may 
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may they ever be reſiſted, either in the good 
br bad Adminiſtration of their Office by their 
Subjects: They by vertue of their Commiſſion 
are accountable to none but the Almighty ; 
and God is too jealous of his Honour to ſuffer any 
with Impunity to uſurp his Province : All the 
Weapons that may lawfully be made ule of againſt 
a wicked King, are Petitions, Remonſtrances, and 
humble devout Supplications to God to deliver 
them in their Diſtreſs. | 

The Patrons of Rebellion indeed pretend to 
greater Liberty; they ſay, © Tell us not that ' tis our 
Duty tamely to ſit {til}, andRee all that is dear to 
us made a Sacrifice to the unjuſt Will of a wicked 
Prince, tho' he be our Lawful Sovereign; we 
will not be perſuaded that 'tis our Duty thus paſ- 
ſively to ſubmit ourſelves; you ſhall not per- 
ſuade us to make uſe only of Prayers and Tears, 
or to fly from one City to another ; we have 
ſtronger, more convincing Arguments in our 
Hands, and they ſhall not ruſt in ſo glorious 
a Cauſe, when our All's at Stake, Our Prince is 
the Miniſter of God to us for Good; and if he 
does not conſult that Good, he is no longer 
God's Vicegerent; by runaing into Meaſures de- 
ſtructive of his Subjects Good, he forfeits all 
his Dignity, and, as an avowed Enemy to God 
and Man, may, and ought to be depoſed even by 
us. For what reaſon has God given us Arms ? 
For what have we Liberties and Properties? For 
what does the Prince ſo ſolemnly ſwear to pre- 
ſerve all theſe inviolable? If when we ſee him 
break thro” all theſe Sacred Tyes, we may not 
have recourſe to the Arm of Fleſh to oblige him 


to a more ſtrict Obſervance thereof. | 
* Our 
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Our Caſe is different from that of the Primi- 
© tive Chriſtians; we have Laws enacted in our Fa- 
© your, ample Privileges, Immunities to maintain, 
and we will not ſee them encroached upon; *tis 
not your Province to interfere with our Reſolu- 
tions in this Caſe ; we will not, as long as we have 
a Drop of Blood in our Bodies, ſee ourſelves, 
our Poſterity enſlaved, our Holy Religion abo- 
liſh'd, if we can prevent it, be the Means, accor- 
© ding to your Cant, how unwarrantable ſoever. 
* Preach therefore unto us ſmooth Things, Things 
© grateful to Fleſh and Blood ; tell us of the Origt- 
© nal Contract, that th®Breach of Faith is recipro- 
© cal, that if the Prince violates his part, we are 
© Uiſcharged from our Allegiance, and may riſe up 
in Arms againſt him, depoſe him, call him be- 
© fore us his Judges, and puniſh him with Death 
© for his Mal-Adminiſtration. Point out to us 
© the Caſes when we may riſe up in Arms, or leave 
us to be Judges thereof, and then every Rebellion 
that ſucceeds will be comprehended therein, and 
be termed a Caſe of Neceſlity. This ſmooth Do- 
ctrine will down with us: But grate not our Ears, 
trouble not us with your fooliſh, fond Notions of 
Submiſſion and Non Reſiſtance, the Sacredneſs of 
the Perſons of Princes; we are too Wiſe to be 
led away by ſuch Chimera's from conſulting our 
own Preſervation, when we have it in our 
Power : Be the Means what they will, Succeſs 
will give a San*ftion to them; we ſhall have the 
Gallows, and conſequently, what we will call 
Law on our ſide, and then who dare call us 
Rebels ? | 
But it is not onr Duty to preach ſuch ſmooth 
things, tho' by ſo doing we might improve our 
Fortune, tand fair for good Livings, or perhaps 

C Biſhop- 
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Bimopricks; we muſt not even be ſo ſtupidly 
moderate as to be ſilent in this caſe, leſt it be ta- 
ken for a tacit Aſſent; we muſt diſcharge our Duty, 


whatſoever Inconveniences we expoſe ourſelves to ; 
we may juſtly condemn theſe impious Tenets, 


Firſt, As we are Men, Members of a Civil 
Society. | | 
Secondly, As Chriſtians. 
Thirdly, As Members of the Church of Exgland. 


I. As we are Men, Members of a Civil Society. 
According to their Schemes no Government can 
ſubſiſt, (it the Supreme Governor or Governors 
may be at any time reſiſted) much leſs Monarchy. 
How can any Governor rule in Safety, if the 
People are to be his Judges, and have Power to 
puniſh him ? Let him rule according to the ex- 
acteſt Laws of Reaſon and Revelation; let his 
Reign be never ſo Juſt, Merciful and Good, if but 
a Notion to the contrary (how groundleſs ſoever) 
ſhould poſleſs the giddy Brains of the many 
headed Monſter, they preſently will have recourſe 
to their own inherent ſuperiour Power to reform 
theſe: imagined Abuſes, ro diſplace his Miniſters, 
to ruin, and ſacrifice them; and 'tis much, if any 
Bounds are ſet to their Fury, if their Reſentment 
is not carried even to the ſacred Perſon of the 
Prince; of all which, our Anceſtors, hurried on 
by a ſpecious Zeal for Religion, have given 
too melancholy Proof in their Behaviour towatds 
as Religious, Gracious, too condeſcending a Prince, 
as perfect a Man as ever fil'd the Engliſh Throne, 
and once every Year we ſtil] offer up our Publick 
joint Prayers to God, that that innocent Blood 
of his Vicegerent (which nothing but the _—_ 
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of the Lamb of God can expiate) may not be 
viſited either upon us or our Children. | 
How (I ſay) can the juſteſt Prince be ſafe, if 
the unthinking Multitude is the Judge of his 
good or bad Adminiſtration ? * ſeeing that un- 
der all Governments there are, and ever will be 
Inconveniencies which cannot by any Care or 
Diligence of the Governour be prevented; theſe 
ill Conveniencies muſt be born, or all Govern- 
ment mult ceaſe, ſince there never were, or will 
be wanting diſaffected Perſons, who love to fiſh 
in troubled Waters, to raiſe Diſcord betwixt 
Prince and People; who make it their Buſineſs 
to inſtill their Grievances, whether real or feign- 
ed, into the Minds of the People, to caſt an O- 
dium upon the Government, to alienate the Af- 
fections, poyſon the Hearts of the Subjects, 
foment Diviſions, and blow up the Coals of 
Sedition; ſince ſuch Men are never wanting, 
and the eaſy Multitude are too apt to look up- 
on every Miſcarriage through Magnifying-Glaſſes, 
to improve every Miſmanagement into a Breach 
of the Coronation - Oath, and of the Conſti- 
tution : How can the Beſt of Princes be ſafe, if 
the Power of calling him to Account ſhould be 


lodged in the People ? 


Il. As Chriſtians, To the Precepts of which 
Religion theſe Poſitions are direct Contradicti- 
ons; and had Chriſtianity indulg'd its Profeſſors 
with any ſuch Liberty, twould have diſſolv'd all 

Government; but we can find no place in Holy 
* FSunt ſemper que erunt ſub omni regimine grauamina non 


pauca, quibus nulla regentium cura, nulla ſollicttuds ſubvenire 
poteſt; Aut bac cum illis ſunt babenda, aut cum bis ills ſun 


anmends. 3 
C 2 Writ, 
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Writ, whereon to ground this Doctrine, but 
many to the contrary, and a heavy Penalty aſ- 
ſured to all, who ſhall preſume uot to conform 
thereto. 

Let every Soul be ſubjeft to the higher Powers. 
For there is no Purer but of God : the Powers that 
be, are ordained of God. Whoſcever therefore re- 
Itech the Power, refiſteth the Ordinance of God : 
and they that reſiſt, ſhall receive to themſelves Dam- 
nation. Wherefore ye muſt needs be ſubjett, not only 
for Wrath, but alſo for Conſcience ſake, Rom. xiii. 


1, 2, 5. Sbmit yaurſelves to every Ordinance of 


Man jor the Lord's fake : whether it be to the King, 
45 ſupreme, I Pet. ii. 13, 14. And David ſaid un- 
to Abiſhai, Deſtroy him not; for who can ſtretch 
forth his Hand againſt the Lord's Anointed, and be 
guiltleſs ? David ſaid furthermore, As the Lord 
liveth, the Lord ſhall ſmite him, or his Day ſhall 
come to die, or he ſhall deſcend into Battle, and 
periſh. The Lord forbid that I ſhould ſtretch forth 
mine Hand againſt the Lord's Anointed, 1 Sam. xxvi. 


- 19, IO, 11. "Then ſaid Jeſus unto him, Put up a- 


gain thy Sword into his place : for all they that take 
the Sword, ſhall periſh with the Sword, S. Matt. xxvi. 
'$2. From theſe Texts, and many more, appears 
the abſolute Uulawfulneſs of Reſiſtance in any 
Caſe; and if our Saviour ſo ſharply rebukes 
S. Peter, for reſiſting the Officers who came to 
apprehend the Lord of Lite, and alſo declares, 
that all who take the Sword, even in ſuch a Caſe, 
ſhall periſh by the Sword, I Know not what can 
juſtify it. 

Nor let them feed themſelves up with their Ob- 
jection ; How then ſhall the Scriptures be fulfilled ? 
Our Redeemer knew full well, that if he would 
ask his Father, he could ealily have been _ 

vere 
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vered from his Perſecutors: But how ? Not by 
any Endeavours of Rebellious Subjects, but by Tea 
Thouſand Legions of Angels, who have a Com- 
miſſion ſuperiour to that of any King on Earth. 

We mult therefore tell them, that as Chriſtians 
they cannot pretend to any Liberty of Reſiſtance. 
And I fear, thoſe who ever had any Hand in Re- 
bellions, or abetted them by defending ſuch Re- 
publican Principles, that thoſe Numbers of de- 

juded Miſcreants have not, or will not find the 
Exception allowed (which they ſo ſtreauouſly 
contended was implied) when they ſhall ſtand 
in moſt need of it, when they appear before the 
awful Tribunal of God, whom, in the Perſon of 
his Vicegerent, they have inſulted. 

We mult tell them, that a wicked Prince is as 
much a Prince, as much the Miniſter of God to 
us for Good, (if we by our owa Folly do not 
pervert the gracious Deligns of God) as a Good 
Prince, though this be ſent us in his Goodueſs, 
that ia his Wrath to puniſh a Nation for its 
crying Sins. The deſtroying Angel, whom David 
ſaw over Jeruſalem, was as much the Miniſter of 
God, as were thoſe who brought the joyful 
News to the Shepherds of the Birth of Chriſt 
our Redeemer. What then becomes of what 
they ſo often, and with ſo great Aſſurance re- 
peat ? „ Shall we all be ſacrificed, becauſe the 
Prince will have it ſo? They miltake, *tis not 
the Prince, but God, who puniſhes them by the 
means of a wicked Prince; and, Shall they, whiltt 
the Hand of the Almighty is heavy upon them, 
- whilſt He is correcting them with judgment for 
their Offences, whilſt his Hand is ſtretched out 
-againſt them, in Mercy to reclaim them by tem- 
poral Chaſtiſements; Shall they, by adding to 
| their 
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their ſinful Account, provoke him to correct 
them in his Anger, to pour out upon their guil- 
ty Heads the utmoſt Fury of his Wrath, Anger 
and Diſpleaſure? whilſt he_trys mildly to bring 
them to Repentance, Shall they force him utter- 
ly to deſtroy, aud put out their Name for ever 
and ever? Shall they fly in the Face of the Al- 
mighty and ſay, We will not be puniſhed by 
&« thee ? 

The moſt ſtrenuous Advocates for Reſiſtance 
dare not juſtify ſuch Actions; in this Caſe, they 
muſt own that the beſt Method is to endea- 
vour to appeaſe a juſtly provoked God, by a 
meek Deportment, by a dutiful Reſignation to 
the Will of the Omnipotent, to humble our- 
ſelves under the avenging Hand of Ged; that 
Recourſe muſt be had to no other Weapons but 
Prayers and Tears, either to deſerve a better 
Prince, or patiently endure the bad one. 

We mult tell them, That the Violation of Oaths 
is not reciprocal ; it does not follow, if the 
Prince is wicked, that the Subject may be ſo too; 
if he breaks thro' all ſacred Tyes, that the Sub- 
ject may do the ſame; if he will run head-long 
to Damaation, that the Subject is obliged to ac- 
company him. 

Every one muſt be called to an Account 
by a Superior, therefore the Right of calling 
the Prince cannot be in the People, whoſe Su- 
perior the Prince is ; it the People are per- 
jur'd, they are accountable on Earth, where they 
have a Superior, and whoſe Province it is to 
take Cognizance thereof, for he brareth not the 
Sword in vain, If the Prince is perjor'd, he has 
no Superior on Earth, and therefore is only ac- 
countable at the Throne of God. 

Thus 
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Thus therefore muſt we tell them, That no In- 
juſtice, no Violence, no Oppreſſion of the Prince 
whatſoever, can juſtify taking up Arms againſt 
him as Chriſtians z much leſs, as 


Ill. Members of the Church of England. Thoſe 
who pretend to be ſuch, and maintain this Do- 
Arine, are moſt inexcuſable; they had better re- 
pair to the Receptacles of Schiſm and Rebellion, 
that we might know who are for us, and who 
againſt us, than ſcreen themſelves under the 
Wing of our Holy Mother, and be at the ſame 
time a Scandal to Ker, and to the Reforma- 
tion; none who maintain this Doctrine can be 
Her true Sons, ſince She has ſo expreſly de- 
clared Her Senſe of this Matter in Her Excel- 
cellent Homilies againſt Rebellion; * and 'tis real- 
ly a Paradox, how any of Her Sons can hold 
the contrary Opinion, and at the ſame time al- 
low, that thoſe Homilies contain a good and 
wholſome Doctrine; but few, very few have 
ſwerved from this Doctrine, except upon the 
weighty Conſideration of Preferment, when they 
rather ſought for Arguments to juſtify Facts, 
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* Put, ſay they, ſpall we not riſe and rebel apainſt ſo un- 
kind @ Prince, nothing conſidering or regarding our true faith- 
ful and painful Service, or Safeguard of our Poſterity ? No, 
ſaith good David. Sha we net riſe and rebel apainſt our 
lnown mortal and deadiy Enemy, that ſecketh our Lives? No, 
faith godly David. 

hat -ſpall we then do to an evil, to an unkind Prince, an 
Enemy #0 us, hated of Grd, but to the Commonibealth, &c. 
Lay no Hand vpon him ( ſaith god David) but let him live, 
untill God appoint and work bis End, either by natural Death, 
or in Var; by lawful Enemies, not by traiterous Suljella. 
Homily Sermon azainſt wilful Rebellion, p. 601. 
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than for true Doctrine, in depraved Times; 
when all who were to be advanced, were to 
be tryed by this Shiboleth; the weak Shifts they 
ere forced to have recourſe to, to ſolve the 
Contradiction betwixt what they formerly 
preached, and what afterwards they thought fit 
to advance, are too palpable; and it were to 
be wiſhed, that they would confute what they 
themſelves wrote and preached upon this Sub- 
jet, while they were unbyaſſed. 

Some would not have us preach up this un- 
ſeaſonable Doctrine, becauſe, ſay they, *twill 
ſcarce be conſiſtent with the many Revolutions 
and Changes that have been made in the Re- 
gal Line within this Realm; as to this, I 
have little to ſay, but this I averr, that what 
I have delivered is the Doctrine of Chriſt, and 
muſt not be receded from upon any Account. 

We muſt tell them, that their Caſe is not ſo 
different from that of the Primitive Chriſtians, 
as they too fondly perſuade themſelves 3; we 
have indeed many Laws enacted in Favour of 
Chriſtianity, and of the Subject; but I cannot 
find one, that empowers the Subject to reſiſt 
his Lawful Prince, even in caſe the Prince 
breaks through all the Laws he or his Ance- 
ſtors have made 3 nay, ſo far are we from 
having any ſuch Law, that we have an Act ex- 
actly to the contrary not yet repeal'd, made 
12 Car. II. Cap. 30. declaring, That by the Un- 
doubted and Fundamental Laws of this King» 
dom, neither the Peers of this Realm, noz the 
Commons, noz both together, in Parliament, 
oz out of Parliament, no2 the People collecive- 
ly or repreſentatively, noz any other Perſons 
whatloever, ever had, have, hath, oz ""_ to 
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have any Coercive Power over the Kings of 
Realm, 

TT eg this Law ſtands unrepealed, the Actors in 
every Rebellion, that does not ſucceed, will de- 
ſervedly incur the Penalty of High-Treaſon; and 
ſnould it ſucceed, it would ſtill be Illegal, ſtill be 
Vſurpation; tho? perhaps none durſt openly call 
it ſo, for fear of being facrificed for daring to 
ſpeak right, and not ſmooth Things; nay, the 
Actors and Abetters in a ſucceſsful Rebellion in- 
volve themſelves in greater Guilt, (tho' the 
Puniſhment be at a Diſtance) than thoſe who 
miſcarry in their Attempts ; for the only way 
for Uſurpers to ſecure themſelves in their ill- 
got Poſſeſſions, is to ſacrifice all thoſe Loyaliſts 
that have Courage enough to aſſert the Cauſe of 
their Injur'd Depos'd Sovereign : And by theſe 
Means they are not only guilty of Rebellion, but 
alſo of the accumnlative Zins of Robbery and 
Murder, deliberative, formal Murder of the beſt 
Subjects of their Lawful Prince. 

Had therefore the Primitive Chriſtians no Laws 
in Favour of Chriſtianity, no Laws to empower 
them to reſiſt; we have indeed many in favour 
of the Subject, and of our Eſtabliſhed Religion ; 
but we have alſo this, which I juſt mention'd, 
which obliges us never upon any Pretence what- 
ſoever to have recourſe to forcible Means againſt 
our Prince. 

The Republicans now are more harden'd in 
Vice, than their Predeceſſors in Forty One; who 
ſeem, in the Ordinances of that Parliament, to 
have been ſenſible of that Maxim in our Con- 
ſtitution, that the King can do no Wrong, that 
his Perſon is Sacred; and therefore pretended, 
that all they did was „ For the „ 
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e of the King's Perſon, they took Arms by his Au- 
A thority againſt himfelf, laid all the Blame upon. 
** the Malignants his Evil Counſellors. ” But 
now, openly is the Lawfulneſs of reſiſting the 
King maintain'd ; and what's a greater Won- 
der, all looked upon as Diſaffected, who will 
not agree to this Poſition, deſtructive of all 
Government. | 

We muſt not let them glory ſo much with 
their Notions of the Original ContraR, till they 
can produce it, or tell us the Contents of it, 
and when, and where it received its Sanction: 
And it were to be wiſhed, that thoſe who have 
mentioned it, had cleared up theſe Things, and 
then their Concluſion drawn from the Breach 
thereof would have been of more Weight with 
all reaſonable Men. 

To ſum up in ſhort all I have ſaid : We muſt 
tell them, that this is the meek Doctrine of 
Chriſt, this is conformable to the Primitive Chri- 
ſtians Example; which if we would imitate, we 
muſt not have recourſe to the Arm of Fleſh 
but call our own Ways to remembrance, and 
ſeek by Prayers and Tears to avert the Anger of 
God, to prevail with him to take away his 
Plague from us, leave our Cauſe with him, who 
has declared Vengeance is mine, I will repay ;, and 
not, as if the Arm of the Lord was grown ſhort, 
preſume to call thoſe to Account, who know no 
Superior upon Earth but God, and conſequently 
are only accountable at his Tribunal. 

We muſt tell them, that under Perſecution, in- 
ſtead of relieving ourſelves by Rebellion, 'tis th 
way to make our Caſe much more miſerable; fo 
« a Rebel is worſe than the worſt Prince, and 
« Rebellion than the worſt Goyernment of = 

wor 


191 


« worſt Prince that hitherto has been. Homily 
againſt Rebellion. 

This, we muſt tell them, is the Doctrine of God, 
of the Church of England, and conſequently muft 
not be made of none Effect by the Traditions of 
Men : It muſt not be ſtrain'd to make it agree 
with every ſucceſsful Rebellion, no; all Alterations 
in State muſt be brought to this Touch- ſtone, and 
accordingly be either allow'd or condemn'd, for 
Succeſs will not add aTittle of Juſtice; what would 
have been Rebellion, had it not ſucceeded, does 
not change its Nature by ſucceeding ; the ſame 
Characters remain indelible, and Damnation will 
ſtil] be the Reward ; Force indeed, and Fear of 
Puniſhmeat may ſilence the Truth, and not ſuffer 
it to appear, ſave in Corners, in the laner-Cham- 
bers; but God is of purer Eyes, than to behold 
Iniquity, or to ſuffer it to go unpuniſhed. 

I ſhall conclude this Head with the Words of 
the late Archbiſhop of Canterbury: «© Wo to all 
ce Princes upon Earth, if this Doctrine ( of Re- 
& ſiſtance) be true, and become popular; if the 
« Multitude believe this, the Prince, not armed 
« with the Scales of the Leviathan, that is, with 
« irreſiſtible Power, can never be ſafe from the 
“ Spears and barbed Irons, which their Ambi- 
tion, and preſumed Intereſt will provide, and 
« their Malice will ſharpen, and their paſſionate 
% Violence throw againſt him. If the Beaſt we 
&« ſpeak of, knows but its own Strength, it will 
* never be managed: Wherefore ſich as own 
ce theſe Doctrines, deſtructive to all Societies f 
Men, may be ſaid to have Wolves Heads, as 
the Laws of Old were wont to ſpeak concern- 
ing Excommunicated Perſons ; and are, like 
* thoſe ravenous Beaſts, ſo far from deſerving 
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© our Love and Care, that they ought to be de- 
& ſtroy'd at the common Charge.“ [| Mr. Hobbes's 
Creed examin'd by the late Archbiſhop of Canterbury. 
The Second Edition. P. 170, 171. | 

To conclude, if all Miniſters would but ſtrictly 
exert themſclves in the Diſcharge of their Duty, it 
would not only be conducive to their own private 
Advantage, but allo infinitely to the Advantage 
of thoſe who are arrived to that Progreſs in Sin, as 
to ſay to the Scers, ſee not &. For humouring 
them in their Follies, winking at their Vices, and 
not daring to reprove them, is all one, as if a 
Guide ſhould ſuffer thoſe whom he conducts, to be 
loſt in Deſerts, ſtifled in Qnagmires, or break their 
Necks over Precipices, without ſo much as calling 
to them to warn them of the Danger they were in; 
the Caſes are the ſame, ſave, on-the one hand, Tem- 
poral Death will be the Conſequence, on the other, 
Eternal Damnation. 

And ſhould we, in Compliance to theſe unreaſo- 
nable Men, ſuffer them to go on unreproved in 
their Career to the Lake of Fire, and plunge them- 
ſelves irrecoverably therein, when they ſhall by 
Experience know that the Path they with ſuch un- 
wearied Application purfued leads to a Place, 
where ſhyll be Weeping and Gnaſhing of Teeth, 
where tlie Worm never dieth, and the Fire never 
rocth out: Surely then they will curſe us for our 
Compliance, for not putting them frequently in 
mind of the Danger they were in: The Scene will 
then be changed; in the Bitterneſs of their Souls 
will they curſe us, for ſuffering the Frowns of Man 
to deterr us from diſcharging our Duty, for letting 
2ny Temporal Advantage over-balance our Care 
tor both cur Eternal Welfare. 

| | And, 
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And, on the other hand, thoſe who took -warn= 
ing, relinquiſh'd their Errors, forſook the broad 
Road that leads to Perdition, and ſtrove to enter 
in at the ſtrait Gate, though by forfeiting their 
worldly Intereſt, will thank us with unfeigned Joy, 
for having pulled them from the Brink of the fiery 
Lake, the Jaws of Hell. 

Thanks be to God, we want not Men, who will 
not be over-aw'd by the Frowns of any Man, how 
great ſoever; Men, who will ſpeak the Truth, in 
ſpite of all the Powers of Darkneſs; Men over 
whom no Temporal Advantage can prevail, or 
Perſecution force to ſpeak ſmooth things, or pro- 
pheſy Deceits; Men, who are not afraid of their Ter- 
rors, neither are troubled, ſince the Scripture aſſures 
them, that if they ſuffer for Righteouſneſs-Sake, 
for daring to declare the Truth, happy are they; 
Men, who will blow the Trumpet, and warn the 
People, who are reſolved to do all in their Power 
to ſave the Souls of all whom they know to be in 
Error, but will at leaſt deliver their own. 

For if the Watchman blow the Trumpet, and the 
People are warned, and will not by a ſpeedy Re- 
pentance ſave themſelves, they are altogether with- 
out Excuſe, they heard the Sound of the Trumpet, 
and took not Warning, their Blood ſhall be on 
their own Heads, but the Watchman hath deli- 
ver'd his Soul. 

If after what I have ſaid, This will be a rebellious Peo- 
ple, lying Children, Children that will not hear the Law of 
the Lord : Will ſtill ſay to the Seers, See not; and to the 
Prophets, Propheſy not unto us right things, ſpeak unte 
us ſmooth things, Propheſy Deceits : Get you ont of the 
way, turn aſide out of the Path, cauſe the Holy One of 
Iſrael to ceaſe from before us. Wherefore thus ſaith 
the Holy One of Iſracl, becauſe ye deſpiſe this Word, 

and 
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and truſt in Oppreſſion and Perverſeneſs, and ſtay 
thereon : Therefore this Iniquity ſhall be to you as a 
Breach ready to fall, ſmelling out in a high Wall, whoſe 
Breaking cometh ſuddenly at an inſtant. And be ſhall 
break it as the Breaking of the Potters Veſſel, that is bro- 
ken in pieces, he ſhall not ſpare ;, ſo that there ſhall not be 
found in the Burſting of it, a Sherd to take Fire from 
the 22 or to take Mater wit hall out of the Pit. 
For thus ſaith the Lord God, the Holy One of Iſrael, in 
"Returninfang. Reſt ſhall ye be ſaved, in Cuietneſs and in 
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ee e be your Strength; and ye would not. 
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1 muſt now apply myſelf to you, as an Advocate 
for theſe poor Children, wao by the voluntary 
Subſcriptions of the Society, and by the liberal 
Contributions of others, are cloathed, and educa- 
ted in the Principles of the Church of England. | 
If we would ſupport our Holy Mother in he 
Neceſlity, I think theſe Means will not be inef- 
fectual; we can but do our beſt as long as our frail 
Bodies will hold out; but by imprinting the Fun- 
damental Truths of our Holy Religion in the Minds 
of theſe tender Infants, we may contribute to the 
Support of our Church, even after our Deceaſe; 
which the Enemies of our Church ſeem to be 
ſenſible of, by their Endeavouring to ſuppreſs 
theſe Nurſeries of Chriſtianity and Loyalty. 

The Schiſmaticks are, at this Jjuncture, more 
than ordinarily intent upon erecting Semina- 
ries to propagate Schiſm and Rebellion all o- 
ver this Nation; many they have erected, and 
more are daily expected to be ſet up; and ſhall 
we not exert ourſelves in our own Cauſe, as much 
or rather better than they ? Since they drive on ſo 
furiouſly 
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fariouſly to aboliſh Epiſcopacy, ſhall not we en- 
deavour to maintain it? | 

We ſee they have partly accompliſh'd their De- 
ſigns ; they glory that now there is not an Epiſ- 
copal Miniſter to be ſeen in about two Thirds of 
all Scotland; which is more than could be ſaid ſince 
the Revolution: Unhappy Scotland 

This is, as they would have it alſo through Eng 
land and Ireland. \ 

But I hope, the Lord in Mercy will preſerve a Le- 
gal, Valid Miniſtry, in ſpite of theſsKchiſimaticks | 

Theſe Children, inſtead of being Enemies to 
Epiſcopacy, tis to be hoped, will (MU the E- 
ducation that is given them) know, that here 
there is no Biſhop, there is no Church, n Valid 
Sacraments, they will not call Loyalty Rebeſſihn; 
nay, ſhould the Pretender gain Poſſeſſion, inſtead 
of ſerving or ſupporting him, they will be able 

to diſtinguiſh berwixt Poſſeſſion and Right, and 
ſhould they loſe their Lives in Defence either of 
Monarchy or Epiſcopacy, *twill be a Satisfaction to 
us, to think that we have any Ways contributed 
to the Education of thoſe, who had Grace to re- 
fiſt even unto Blood. 


